Multicentric papillary renal carcinoma in renal allograft.
A renal transplant recipient with 13 years of excellent allograft function was found incidentally to have a malignant mass in his transplanted kidney. After resection, pathological analysis showed 29 separate lesions of renal cell carcinoma. All tumors were confined within the renal capsule. The majority of tumors (21 of 29 tumors) were chromophil basophilic carcinoma with papillary architecture, 5 tumors were clear cell, 2 tumors were mixed cell type, and 1 tumor was chromophil eosinophilic papillary carcinoma. These histological findings are similar to those reported in hereditary papillary renal carcinoma. To our knowledge, this is the first case of multicentric papillary renal carcinoma occurring in the renal allograft. We speculate that the allograft in this case is predisposed to malignant changes because of preexisting genetic mutations, as well as prolonged immunosuppression.